At the same time, the use of the term "self is laden with problems and assumptions that we would do well to bring out of the hold and into the light. For if autobiography must peculiarly convey the intent of the writer, it must also tacitly satisfy the expectations of the reader, and those expecta tions center around the obscure idea of the self. It is time that we acknow ledged that the self is more inclusive, more complexly established, and more licentiously distributed than any autobiography could hope to en compass. Simply put, the self is more than it knows, and autobiograhy af fords not even this, the self as known, but only the self as chosen and shown. It is that form which proves that the "I" lives, and as it says it has.
Much would be gained, no doubt, if we analyzed the term auto-bio-graphy not as life-writing-by-the-self, but as ego-life-writing. This is in keeping with the fact that autobiography gives articulation to a will to identity or subjective particularity. 
